appointed to take the duties of Matron pro tern. It is impossible to go into the merits of the case until the evidence has been heard at the inquiry. It is much to be regretted, however, that in so short a time matters should have been brought to such a crisis, but all must agree that where two people ride on a horse one must ride first.
OUR CHRISTMAS COMPETITION;
The time is very short until Christmas arrives, and whether it finds us well or ill supplied with gifts for the sick in hospital wards depends to a great extent on the goodwill of our readers. We venture to anticipate a larger supply of parcels than has ever before been received at the office.
The prizes offered are: 20s. for the most serviceable dressing gown; 10s. for the best flannel shirt; 7s. 6d. for the best flannel petticoat; 7s. 6d. for the best over petticoat; 7s. 6d. for the best bed jacket; 5s. for the best knitted pair of men's socks; and 2s. 6d. for the second best pair. We hope those who do not care to compete will contribute useful garments of all descriptions, and send them also to Nursing, care of Editor, 428, Strand, by December 18th.
PROGRESS AT READING.
A GOOD example is being set by the Reading Guardians, who have agreed to raise their head nurse's salary and to augment the staif by the addition of two probationers. The latter will be paid ?10 during the first year, ?15 the second, and ?20 the third, and they will be supplied with uniform. A Nursing Committee, consisting of Mrs. Bailey, Mr 
